quantitative and qualitative techniques, including some of the cutting-edge methodologies, such as experiments (lab & field) & computational modeling.
You will leave this course with a broad understanding of the types of questions that researchers ask in comparative politics and the approaches and tools they use to answer them. You will be well-prepared to go on to other upper-division Political Science classes, eager to acquire the data (substantive knowledge) and methodological skills you will need to fully engage the literatures in your areas of interest. Sound analytical and writing skills are "expected" of a Political Science major by employers and grad schools, and this class will help you continue to develop skills you learned in Poli Sci 200. However, methodological skills will also serve you handsomely when you graduate and look for employment or apply to grad school, i.e. they look good on a CV, giving you an edge over your competitors. Hopefully, this class will also help you see why such skills are so sought after by employers and grad schools. Participation Policy
You should come to class each day having read the material assigned in the syllabus. In addition, you should be prepared to discuss the readings, helping me (the professor) and your classmates work through the logic of each theory.
Attendance Policy
You are expected to attend every class. I allow two absences throughout the semester for sickness and other emergencies. Use them wisely. Since this is a small class, I will simply take roll each class. Do not ask for other excuses unless they are official university-excused reasons.
Classroom Procedures
Class will be highly interactive and hands-on. Expect to work in pairs & small groups regularly. Expect to be called on to either comment on a reading, or to work through a problem. The first few lectures will be more lecture based, but after that the training is highly participatory.
Study Habits
As part of your preparation for class, you must fill out the reading guide for each article or book chapter. In addition, I recommend reviewing the material from the day's lecture after each class.
Assignments
Midterm 1 (10%) 
